
BOX! 

1.1. A green and white covered notebook marked with the archive number DX 18 
SAN 18/88.38 containing Sansom's handwritten poems. Contents comprise some 
epitaphs and poems such as 'Gordon Square', 'At This Hour', 'Flowers in Exile', 
'Never Believe', 'Mozart in Vienna', 'William Blake, 'Bramble Hedge', 'Cherry 
Trees', 'Buchenwald', 'For a Child', 'Alun Lewis', 'Soldier in Exile (for Paul)', and 
'To Walter de la Mare'. The book opens with a dedication: 

'Take, as tokens of my love -
Tide-laps from those far distant shores 
Where beauty and all truth converge -
These songs, that more than half are yours.' 

1.2. Theatre program for the production ofSansom's The Witnesses at St David's 
Cathedral 3 June 1970. 

1.3. Music score for Sansom's cantata There is an Island (words by Sansom and 
music by Don Kay) dated April 1977. 

1.4. Program for a 'Masters of Melody' concert perfonnanee of the cantata There is 
an Island held 1 July 1977. 

1.5. Sansom's handwritten poems in a green and violet covered notebook marked with 
the archive number DX 18 SAS 88.36. Frontispiece contains Ruth Sansom's poem to 
her husband. The book is annotated 'Before marriage' and there is at least one further 
annotation in Ruth Sansom's handwriting. Poems include 'Chopin Noetume', 'The 
Mirror', 'The Greyhound', 'Sonnet', 'The Voyager', 'Words cannot save', 'Mill­
stream', Spring-Yellow', 'Convalescence', 'The Birds", and 'Nightingale'. Sansom 
has added pencilled amendments to some of the poems. 

1.6. The typed text of Sansom's unpublished book on the profession and craft of 
poetry, titled The Abominable Trade: A Poet's Notes on his Profession. 

1. 7. Green folder ofletters from Ian Serraillier, Musgrave Horner, Doris Harding,
Frederick Tomlin, M.M. Lewis, Leopold Stein, Teresa Hooley, E. Martin Brown (The
Pilgrim Players), Catherine Hollingsworth, Perey Hitchman, E.V. Knox, Herbert
Palmer, Hal Ward, E.V. Rieu, Martin Armstrong, Shirley Holtham, Wilson Midgley,
Mary Somerville, Robert Swire, Bernard Canter, John Hampden, and J. Donald
Adams.

1.8. Black folder containing correspondence from Rupert Hart-Davis, Anne 
McAllister, Richard Flatter, T.H. Pear, Hewlett Johnson (Dean of Canterbury), Sylvia 
Lynd, Philip Mairet, Dennis Fry, J. Compton, Daniel Roberts (including two from 
Clive Sansom to Roberts), John Moore, Arthur Thompson (references herein to 
Walter de la Mare, and two letters from Sansom to Thompson), Gwynneth Thurbum, 
M.A. Richardson, Peter Hearn and two unidentified writers. The folder is prefaced
with a list of correspondents; that listed from Rex Ingarnells is not in the folder.

1.9. Brown folder of correspondence from people such as Leonard Clark, Bishop 
Cranswick, Archbishop Young, Ron James, Leslie Greener, Thomas Moult, Dorothy 
Hewlett, J.C. Trewin, Charles Kohler, Tony Allan, Peter Heam, Hugh Mack.indoe, 
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poetry reading sessions at the Sansom home in Mount Stuart, and includes her notes 
and thoughts on mysticism. 

7.25. Ruth Sansom's handwritten autobiography. A number of drafts relating to 
different stages of her life. This mentions Martin Miles, recitals given by Clive 
Sansom and herself, Clive Sansom 's personal appearance and character, and the 
Sansoms' return to Tasmania in 1950. It discusses Sansom's published and 
unpublished works, their experiences at Spicelands Training Centre, their speech 
work in England and at the Tasmanian Education Department's Speech Education 
Centre. It includes a description of Clive Sansom's attitude to poetry and its writing, 
and provides an aceount ofSansom's final illness, death and memorial service. 

7.26. Brown manila folder headed 'Some late letters to Clive from Ruth after he died'. 
There are five handwritten letters which reflect on past events, work, habits, 
relationships, etc, mentioning people such as Marjorie Gullan, Gertrude Kerby, Mona 
Swan, Martin Miles and Robert Gittings. One of the letters describes Ruth Sansom's 
religious beliefs and concludes with her poem 'Sweet song of Eden ... '. Another 
reflects on the Sansoms' 1937 holiday in the Austrian Tyrol. Another mentions Hilary 
Spurling' s biography of Paul Scott. 

7.27. Manila folder marked 'Miscellaneous' that includes: 
Postcard of William Barnes - Dorset poet. 
Four reproduced pencil sketches of Sansom. 
'The New Alcestes' - a parody on Gilbert Murray by Sansom, written 
Easter 1933. 
Rostra 1612 July 1981 containing an obituary for Sansom written by 
Robert Bennett. 
A handwritten article by Ruth titled 'Clive in Satire and Parody after Paul's 
letters'. This was written following Hilary Spurling's visit to Hobart and 
reflects Ruth's responses to aspects of her husband's writings. 
Two poems in Ruth Sansom's handwriting titled 'Snake' and 'Indian Play'. 
Several loose pages in Ruth's handwriting that appear to be drafts of her 
memories oflife with her husband. 

Ralph Spaulding 
March2006 
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