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The death of Mr George Washington
Walker took place on ‘Luesday afternoon,

| illness, originating in an attack of irfluenza,
The mournful event comes suddenly upon
the {riends of deceased, he having so lately
as last Bunday fortnight attended the Meeting
House in Murray street, of the Society of
. Friends, to which he belunged, On the
| Wednesday his complaint was more acute,
and it was found necessary to call in, besides
the family physician, another eminent prac-
titioner of this city, and both these gentle-
men,Drs Agnew and Bedford, met in consul-
tation on the case, in the progress of which
great dehility supervened, and the symp-
toms, towards the end of the week, became
more alarming.  On Saturday, we believe,
the medical attendants telt asrured that the
diseage would terminate fatally ; but in the
evening of that day the patient seemed to
rally, and was able to converse with his son
upon business, and to give directions respect-
ing various matters.including landing of some
goods from a ship in harbour. The? symp.
toms on Sunday, were mot more alarming,

fand Mr Walker appeared to be «erfently
co: scious of what was passing while his
sympathising triends and relatives were
gathered around him  Next day, it was ap-
parent that disease was surely doing its
{wark, and paralysis of one side having taken
plice, the patient was rendered nearly insen-
sible, unable to erticulate, and thoroughly
prostrate. —The watchful care of members of
the family, and relatives, who, by turns,
sat with him. was appreciated, as at
intervals retirning consciousness, induced
an effort on his part to communicate, and to
mean ‘¢ the thanks he could not speak.”
Helingered on for some hours until the
closing scene anproached : a short time be-
tore lie died, opening his eyes, he made an
attempt —an unsuccessful attempt-—at ut- |
terance Abhout two o’clock. the mor:al
combat oceurred, and the death strugele
issued in the release from suffering and from
earth of & GooD MaN,a man beloved in life for
his works of faith and philanthropy, now
honored though lamented in death, and
whose memory will be cherished by the ge-
nerstion which he served, and by many who
will rise up *“ to call him blessed ”” For of
him it may be said, as of the Patriarch,
* When the ear heard him, then ‘it blessed
him ; and when they saw him, it gave wit-
mess ; Because he delivered the poor that
cried, and the fatherless, and him that had
none to help him  The blessing of him that
was ready to perish came upon him ; and he
| caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. He
put on righteousness, and it clothed him ; he
was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame:
he was & father to the poor ; and the cause |
which he knew not he searched out.” '
Deceased was for some years identified
with the social and moral progress of this
colony, and a waim supporter of the varinus
institutions of the day. As a member and
minister of the Society of Friends, his earn-
est piety, consistent example, conscien‘ious-
ness in the discharge of duty, and character-

| istic sympathy for the cause of education
endeared him to the members of his own re-
ligious community, as well as to his fellow-
townsmen generally. The Annual Meeting
of the Friends held in the month of Decem-
ber last was distinguished by the wisdom
‘and fervour of his counsels, and by his
wonted zeal for the prosperity and increass
of true religion. A wide gapindeed will be

| caused by the decease of this true Friend ;

THE LATE GEO. WASHINGTON

between two and three o'clock, after a short

but while the tear of sympathy will be elicit-
od by this visitation, the faith of the Chris-
tian will thankfully and trasifully suszgest
acquiesceace in the will of the Divine
Being, who ¢ buries his laborers, but carries
on his work.””

The Bible Society was dear to his heart ;
he has worked hard for its promotion, and
his fellow-committeemen will long remember
his junicious and salatary advice and sug-
gestions with reference to the management
and advancement of the Society’s operations,
For some years his establishment i1 Liver-
pool street was the Depot for the Sociery’s
publications, and when he ceased to he the
Deposirary, his interest in the business never
failed ; in the recent arran:emen's for a
change of premises for the Depot, Mr Wal-
ker took an active part, and to hisenergy and
counsel, the success of the negotiations isin

|'a great wmeasure attributable, He was
" equally fervent in behalf of the Tract
Society, whose Depot is held at the

same establishment ; and, as was lately re-
marked by a citizen. perh ps there was not
another person in the colonvy who had dis.
tributed 80 many religious and moral tracts
as Mr Walker. In these respects it may be
said * his works do follow him’* aad his un-
wavering ardour in promnting Bile and
Tract circulation, aff .rds an influential exam-
ple to survivors to ** g0 and do likewise.”

As is well known, George Washington
Walker was a staunch friend and supporter
of the Temperance Cause. For many years
he was its anflinching and consistent
advocate, and his influence was largely
exerted_in the discouragement of those
drinking habits, which are the bane of any
community, and which, in many instances,
have debased and pauperi-ed the productive
classes, dethroned intellect, and eaused
premature desth. Deceased bore a firm and
even dogged testimony against the custom of
taking alcoholic drinks, and from his first
arrival in the Colony he was a 1igid tetal
abstainer. Temperance advocacy was in-
troduced by Mr., Backhouse and himself at

" the first Temperance meeting held in the

 Total Abstinence Society.

present Court House which was lent for the
purpose, at the period of their visit in 1332 ;
and, in conjunction with others, some few ot
whom are still honorably adhering to their
principles, Mr. Walker identified the wel-
fare of the community with organization for
the promotion of temperance. The old
Temperance Society was superseded by the
In the progress
of the cause, from Temperanece to Total
Abstinence, and in the various efforts con-
nected therewith, Mr. Walker's name and
irfluence were ever as ‘‘a tower of strength.”
He was one of the founde s of the Total
Abstinence cause in Bathurst-street; and,
subsequently, when irom circumstances
which need not now be adverted to, he, with
others, retired from active connection with
that Society, he became a prominent member
of the Van Diemen’s Land Total Abstinence
Society. Later still, on the formation of the
Tasmanian Temperance Alliance, Mr. Wal-
ker gave his hearty co-operation, and identi-
fied himself with tbe plans adapted for the
extension of the work, by taking part on
public oceasions, presiding or speaking at
meetings, and by receiving signatures to the
pledge, in a book kept for years, at the
Savings’ Bank, for the purpose, Mr. Walker
was _a member of the Alliance Committee,
and he was elected a Trustee of the Alliance
Building, in the negociations for the purchase
of which, heftook an active part. Amongst
the later efforts of the deceased in connection
with the Temperance Alliance, was the pre-
sentation by that gentlernan, in the name of

‘the Alliance, of a valuable copy of the

Sacred Scriptures, hardsomely bound and
suitably ingeribed, to Mrs. Thomas (formerly
Mvs  Qeamp), the celebrated Female




DeatrE OF MR. GEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER.
— It is our melancholy duty to chronicle. thé death of
Mr. George Washington Walker, an old . colonist, of
many years' standing, and whose Christian example
bas conciliated, during hiy residence amongst us, the
- esteem and respéct of every person in the comnmunity.

The decoased gentleman was a member of the Socicty
of Friends, and was au early coadjutor with Mr,
Backhouse in the missionary cause in this colouy.
In every movement having for its object the cause of
religion and charity Mr. Walker took an active part;
and his works will live to posterity as a monument to
his virtue. Mr. Walker was the. founder of the
Hobart Town Bank for Savings, and an influential
member of the various literary and bonevo-
le«t institutions of the -city, His illness
was severe, and not of a lengthened daration, bat it
. was not ustil yesterday, -when paralysia of .one side of
.the body sapervened, that his medical advisers (Drs.
. Bedford and "Agnew) gave up all hopes of récovery.
Mr, Walker livgered until-half-past twe o'éloek this
afternoon, when death pot & period-to his existence,
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and Mr Walker appeared to be nerfectly |

co: seious of what was passing while his
sympathising friends and relatives were
gatheret around him Next day, it was ap-
parent that disease was surelv doing its
work, and paralysis of one side having taken
place, the patient was rendered nearly insen-
sible, unable to articulate, and thoroughly
prostrate. The watchful care of members of
the family, and relatives, who, by turns,
sat with him, was appreciated, as at
intervals returning consciousness, induced
an effort on his part to communicate, and -to
mean ‘¢ the thanks he could not speak.”
Helingered on for some hours until the
closing scene approached: a short time be-
fore he died, opening his eyes, he made an
attempt —an unsuccessful attempt—at ut-
| terance, About two o’clock. the morial
{ combat occurred, and the death strugele
; issued in the release from sufering and from
* earth of a GooD MaN,a man beloved in life for
his works of faith and philanthropy, now
honored though lamented in death, and
whose meémory will be cherished by the ge-
neration which heserved, and by many who
will rise up ¢ to calt bim blessed ”’ For of
| him it may be said, as of the Patriarch,
| % When the ear heard him, then it blessed
him ; and when they saw him, it gave wit-
ness ; Becaunse he delivered the poor that
cried, and the fatherless, and him that had
none to help him The blessing of him that
was readv to perish came upon him ; and he
caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. He
put on righ.teousness, and it clothed him ; he
was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame:
he was a father to the poor ; and the cause
which he knew not he searched out.”’

Deceased was for some years identified
¢ with the social and moral progress of this
| colony, and a warm supporter of the varinus
ingtitutions of the day. A= a member and
minister of the Society of Friends, his earn-
est piety, consistent example, conscienions-
ness in the discharge of du'y, and character-
istic sympathy for the cause of education
endeared him to the memhers of his own re-
ligious community, as well as to his fetlow-
townsmen generally. The Annual Meering
of the Friends held in the month of Decem-
ber last was distinguished by the wislom
and fervour of his counsels, and by his
w:nted zeal for the prosperity and inerease
of true religion, A wide gapindeed will he
caused by the decease of this truz Friend ;
but while the tear of sympathy will be elicit-
ed by this visitation, the faith of the Chris-
tian will thankfully and trasifully eucgest
acquiescence in the will of the Divine
Being, who ¢ buries his laborers, but carries
on his work.”

The Bible Society was dear to his heart ;
he has worked hard for its promotios, and
i his fellow-committeemen will long remember
. his juicious and salntary advice and sng-

gestions with reference to the management
| and advancement of the Society’s operations,
i For some years his establishment 10 Liver.

pool street was the Depot for the Society’s
publications, and when he ceased to he the
{ Depositary, his interest in the business never
failed ; in the recent arrangemen's for a
i change of premises for the Depot, Mr Wal-
| ker took an active part, and to his energy and
counsel, the success of the negotiations is in

a great measure attributable, He was
equally fervent in behalf of the Tract
Society, whose Depot is held at the

same establishment ; and, as was lately re-
marked by a citizen, perhaps there was nnt
another person in the colony who had dis-
tributed so many relizions and moral tracts
as Mr Walker. 1In these respects it may be
gaid ** bis works do follow him’" aad his un-
wavering ardour in promoting Bile and
Tract cireulation, aff rds an influential exam-
ple to aurvivors to ** go and do likewise.”

As is well known, George Washington
Walker was a staunch friend and supporter
of the Temperance Cause. For many years
he was 1t8 unflinching and consistent
advocate, and his influence " was largely
exerted in the discouragzement of thase
ugye nﬂm;seh-'a—huwbiﬁh are the bane of any
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' blishments of the colony;

Providence which, while they baffle huma
2xpectations, bespeak acquiescence an
enrire resignation on the part of erring, short,
sighted man. Themanagemen of the Savings|
Bank will probably now be committed 10 Mr
W V. Morris, who has for some iears per-
formed the functions of Accountant to the
Bank, and whose experience and position,
naturally indicate that he will be the future
Actuary of this important Institution,

In addition to the foregoing, it may be
remarked, that Mr Walker, who took a lead
in every thing that was ealculated to benefit
the community, was, at the time of his
lamented decease, a Fellow of the Royal
Society, and one of the Auditors of the
same ; and also a member of the Council of
the High School, besides an official in various
other societies

Deceased was in his 60th year, having
heen born in 1799 Twenty-seven years ago
he visited Van Diemen’s Land as comp.nion
to James Backhuouse, one of the ministers of
the Society of Friends, sent to this hemi-
sphere on Mission work ; it being customary
tor a Mimsster of the Friends to be ac-
companied by a Friend to take charge of
financial matters, In the course of that
voyage, Mesers Backhouse and Walker visited
the Cape of Good Hope, Port Phillip, New
South Wales, Norfolk Island, New Zealana,
and the various Islands of the South Pacific.
Their reception in this colony was exceeding-
ly cordial His Excellency Governor Arthur
welcomed them at Government House duting
their presence in Hobart Town, and gave
them every facility for carrying out their
reli; jous mission to the different penal esta-
almost every
habitable part of Van Diemen’s Land was
visited, and the seeds of Divine truth were
scattered, through tlicir iustrumentality,
among the free an t the prisoner pepulation.
During their stay., they published two
addresses, one to the free people and the
other to the prisoners, both of which were
printed by Dr Ross. Meetings for worship
and tor the promotion of temperance were
neld in different places, and the nucleus of
the kriends’ tdeeting in Hobart Town was
formed. The first meceting for worsnip of
the Fren's, as a Hocleiy, was held in the
Court House, Meetings for public worship
weie a so h 1d at tre then Westeyan Chapel,
Melville-sireet, the building now orcupied
by ie Mechanics’ Institute, For some time
also, we are intormed, that Messrs Backhouse
and Walker wers guests of Mr T J. Ciouch,
the Undershesiff ot the colony., Mr Back
house 1s, we hear, now living in Yorkshire
After the Mission was finished, Mr Walker
retwned to this colony, and commenced
busine;s in Liverpool-sirect, as a8 woollen
draper. At that establishment the Savings’
Bank and Bible Vep it we'e held as already
mentioned, Aboat nineteen years since,

deceased marricd a dawshter of the laie
Robert Mather and sisier of the present
Messrs “1ather. Thislady survives him ana
has ten chiidren, the eldest ron (who receiv-
ed his education atthe iiiends’ Schocl, in
the North of England) helding a situation in
the Counting douse nf T I Chapman, Esq,
Merchant, and 3. P. of this city. W
Bave now exhausted the materials kindly
furnished to ws; we have not invade ] the
sanctity of the mourning circle to glean
detsils, nor are we aware of manv particulars
of Mr Walker's death-bed experience.
Another ir fluential colonist and ciuzen has
passed away, and it is to be hoped that the
probiry, the philanthropic spirit, and the
irreproachable example, of the deceased,
will have alasting infl sence v pon religionists,
the comirercial community, and our public
men generally, in favour of those principles of
which Mr Walker was so commendable an
example. [Reguiescat in pace,

PAE FUXEZAL.

Yesterday afternoon the remains of Mr
G W. Walker, were interred at the Friends’
Cemetery, Providence Valley; the proces-
sion left the ‘Ss\vinp:s:’ Bank premi.es. at ge
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The death of Mr George Washington
Walker took place on ‘Luesday afternoon,
between two and three o’clock, after a short
illness, originating in an attack of influenza.
The mournful event comes suddenly upon
the friends of decearad, he having so lately
as last Sunday forinight attended the Meeting
House in Murray stieet, of the Society of
Friends, to'which he belonged. On the
Wednesday his complaint was more acute,
and it was found necessary to call in, besides
the family physician, another eminent prac-
titioner of this city, and both these gentle-
men,Drs Agnew and Bedford, met in consul-
tation on the case, in the progress of which
great debility supervened, and the symp-
toms, tawards the end of the week, became
more alarming. On Baturday, we believe,
the medical attendants felt asrured that the
disease would terminate fatally ; but in the
evening of that day the patient seemed to
rally, and was able to converse with his son
upon business, and to give directions respect-
ing various matters,including landing of some
goods from a ship in harbour. TheZ symp-
toms on Sunday, were mot more alarming,
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: fied himself with the plans adapted for the
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‘ Advocate of Temperance, at the termination

j meetingg, and by receiving signatures to the
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he was 1t8 unflinching and consistent:®
advocate, and his influence  was largely
exerted in the discouragement of thaose
drinking habits, which are the bane of any.
seommunity, and which, in mapy instances,

even dogged testimony against the custom of
taking alcoholir drinks, and from his first
arrival in the Colony he was a rigid total
abstainer. Temperance advocacy was in-
troduced by Mr. Backhouse and himself at
the first Temperance meeting held in the
present Court House which was leat for the

whom are still honorably adhering to their
principles, Mr. Walker identified the wel-
fare of the community with organization for
the promotion of temperance. The old
Temperance Society was superseded by the
Total Abstinence Society. In the progress
of the cause, from Temperance to Total
Abstinence, and in the various efforts con-
nected therewith, Mr. Walker’s name and
influence were everas ‘“a tower of strength.”
He was one of the founde s of the Total
Abstinence cause in Bathurst-street; and,
sabsequently, when irom circumstances
which need not now be adverted to, he, with
others, retired from active ¢onnection with
that Society, he became a prominent member
of the Van Diemen’s Land Total Abstinence
Bociety. Later still, on the formation of the
Tasmanian Temperance Alliance, Mr. Wal-
ker gave his hearty co-operation, and identi-

extension of the work, by taking part on
public occasions, presiding or speaking at

pledge, in a book kept for years, at the
Savings’ Bank, for the purpose. Mr. Walker
was a member of the Alliance Committee,
and he was elected a Trustee of the Alliance
Building, in the negociations for the purchase
of which, hefitook an active part. Amougst
the later effarts of the deceased in connection
with the Temperance Alliznce, was the pre-
gentation by that gentlewan, in the name of
the Alliance, of a valuable copy of the
Bacred Secriptures, hamdsomely bound and
suitably inseribed, to Mrs. Thomas (formerly
Stamp), the celebrated Female

of her visit to the Colonv in the month of
November, 1867. Mr. Walker’s appropriate
address on'that occasion will be long borne
in mind by those who heard it; his impas-
gioned remarks on the influence of the Bihle,
the natural and fervent manuner in which the
connection between Temperance and Religion
was illustrated, made, at the time, a con-
siderable impression, which was enhanced
by the interesting cirrumstances under which
the Sacred Testimonial was vresented. The
Temperance cause has lost a valued friend in
the deceased; but, in the removal of one
after anc ther of the old and tried supporters
of "the enterprise, the pleasing consolation
remaing to those who have ‘‘borne the
burden and heat of the day” that a sturdy
band of Teetotal Nazarites is enlisted in the
woik—that band receiving constant acces-
sions to its ranks--and by whose prcwess
the bloodless battle of Abstinence v. Alcohol
will be perpetuated, until strang drink with
its devastating influences shall give way to
the reign of true sobriety.

The Hobart Town Savings’ Bank, or, as
it used to be frequently termed, ¢ Mr
Walker’s Bank,” owes its origin to a few
individualg, of whom Mr Walker was at the
time a prominent one, and under his manage-
ment, it has flourished exceedingly. Mr
Walker’s aptitude for finance, his scrupulous
punctuality, and his characteristic precision
in all matters with which he had to do,
rendered him a fitting Director of such an
Institution. The amount of prosperity to
which the Savings’ Bank attained will be
seen by the large number of depositors and
of deposits, and by the handsome building
now in the course of erection in Murray-
street on the site of the Old Gaol, for the|
Bank premises, in the progress and comple-

-semblage were sentiments

tion of which he took a thorough interest;
that he should not have lived to see the
building finished, it one of the mystexies ¢

Yesterday afternoon the remains of Mr
G W. Walker, were interred at the Friends’
Cemeters, Providence Valley; the proces-
gion left the Savings’ Bank premi-es. at G
quarter to three o’clock, the funeral heing |
under the direction of Mr. Rowntree, The'
body, contained ina leaden eoffin, manu- |
factured by Messrs. Davis and Semple, of
Bathurst-street, which was enclosed in a
pine and polished cedar shell, and a plate
with simple inscription on the lid, was con-
veyed in a hearse. hen fillowed three
carriages, containing Mrs. Walker and her
daughters, Mrs, R. A, Mather, Mrs Esther
Mather, Mrs. Samuel Mather, and female
members of their family, with Mre Sarah
Crouch. Deceased’s eidest son, followed as
chief mourner, with the younger sons, the
Messis. Mather, and youthful members of
their families. Among the followers were
representatives of the Fri:nds’ Meeting, the
Savings’ Bank. Bible Society Committee,
Total Absiinence Society, Tasmanian Tem-
perance Alliance. Also a deputation from
the Municipal Corporation, ministers of the
several denominations, and a large number
of influential end sympathizing friends, some
of whose names we subjoin ;—Rev. G.
Clarke; (Independent); Kev. R. M‘'Clean,
(Chureh of Scotland); Ven. Archdeacon
Davies, (Church of "England); Rev. Mr.
Downes, (Knox's Free Church); Rev. Mr
Nesbiwt, (Independent); Revs. Messrs.
Cope and Lelean, (Wesleyan); Rev. W,
Day, (Independent) ; Messrs. Coggin,
Gray, and Smales, (City Missionarics) ;
Joseph Hone, Esq, (in a cab), Mr Harrigon,
(Registrar f the Diocese of Tasmaniz), Mr
Allport, Mr Chapman, M.P , Rev. Mr Gelli-
brand, (Church of England), Capt. Fisher,
Mr Crouch, (T J.) Mr P. Facy, Mr Joseph
Facy, Mr. Sianton Crouch, Dr. Agnew, Mr.
Cleburne, M.P., Mr. Whitcomb, Mr. Jas.
Smith, Capt Croshy, Mr, koberts, Mr Mor-
ris, Mr, Hothwell Mr Barlow, the Right
Worshipful the Mavor, Alderman Murdoch,
Alderman Propsting, Alderman Stewart, Mr.
Joseph Andiews, dr W. J. F. Andrews,
Mr. Nicol, Mr Miller, Mr. Biggs, Mr. Cato,
Mr. Samuel Cato, Mr, Buargess, Major Cot-
ton, Mr. .urray Burgess, Mr Kissock, Mr.,
Ballantyne, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Walch, Mr.
Moss, His Honor Sir Valentine Fleming,
Dr. Ofticer, Hun. the Colonial Secretary,
Mr, Weolle:, Mz, Cairndufl, Mr. Rolwegan,
My R. Shoebriige, Mr. Ball, My, Campbelt,
Mr R L Hood, Mr. R. Biown, Mr. Jon
Dunn, Mr James A. Dunn, M.P., Mr.  orry,
Mr. G. Salier, Mr. B. Rout, Mr, Crosty, !
Mr Thomas Giblin, Mr. Mackay, Mr. Hor-
tin, Mr. l'olman, Mr. R. S. Waterhouse, and
«thers, numbering in sll about 150 peisons.
Several carriages, cabs, &c, brought up the !
rear of the pio ession. At the grave, prayer |
was offered, and short addresses given by |
Friends, after solemn pause ,as is customary |
among the Friends. The whole service was |
very affeciing, and, pervading the "vast as-
of affectionate

sympathy with the bereived,and of chastened
sarrow at the dispencation by wh ch one ro
estimable and so useful nas been taken from
our midst.



brend, (Church 6t England), Capt. Fisher,
Mr Crouch, (T. J.} Mr P. Facy, Mr Joseph
Facy, Mr. Stanton Crouch, Dr. Agnew, Mr.
Cleburne, M.P., Myr. Whitecomb, Mr. Jas
Smith, Capt Crosby, Mr. koberts, Mr Mor-
ris, Mr, kothwell Mr Barlow, the Ripht
Worshipful the Mavor, Alderman Murdoch,
Alderman Propsting, Alderman Stewart, Mr,
Joseph Andrews, Mr. W. J. F. Andrews, ‘
Mr. Nicol, Mr. Miller, Mr. Biggs, Mr. Caro, |
Mr. samuel Cato, Mr. Burgess, Major Cot- 1
ton, Mr. vurray Burgess, Mr  Kissoek, Mr. '
Ballantyne, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Waleh, Mr, |
Moss, His Honor Bir Valentine Fleming, |
Dr. Officer, Hon. the Colonial Secretary, |
Mr. Woolle: a Mr. Cairnduff, Mr. Rolwcgan,
Mr R. Shoebriige, Mr. Ball, Ms. Campbell,
Mr B & Hood, Mr. B, 5 0wu, 3[r. Join
Dunn, My James A. Dunn, M.P., Mr.: orry,
Mr. G. Salier, Mr. B, Rout, Mr. Croshy,
Mr. Thomas Gibhn, Mr. Mackay, Mr Hor-
tin, Mr. Tolman, dMz. R. 8. Waterhouse, and ]
cthers, numbering in all about 150 peisons. |
Several cairiages, cabs, &c, brought up the |
rear o’ the procession. At the grave, prayer !
was offered, and short addresses given by
Friends, after solemn pause ,as is customary
among the Friends. The whole service was
very affecting, and, pervading the vast as-
semblage were sentimenrs of affectionate
| sympathy with the bere.ved,and of chastened
surrow at the dispen-ation by wh ¢h one &0
estimable and so usefel has been taken from
our midst.

GEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER.
To the Editor of the Christian Times.

Str—The Tasmanian papers record the deatl®
of George Washington Walker, Esq., of Hobart
|Town. The memory of a good man is sweet. A
brief notice of an old- colonist, who for more
than a quarter of a century was associated with
the cause of progress, may not be unacceptable
| to your readers. |

George Washington Walker, the Quaker mis-
sionary, the associate of James Backhouse, ﬁr_st
visited these colonies, on an errand of mercy, in
1832. The two philanthropists had crossed the
deserts of South Africa in their zeal to learn the
condition of the coloured races, and the hopes of
their evangelisation. The record of that tour is

Cone of the most pleasing ever presented to the
British public. The mission stations of German,
French, Dutch, and English societies received the
hearty sympathy of these two simple-minded
ministers of Christ.

Well educated, agreeable in manners, gentle in
deportment, and sincere in religious zeal, they
were the objects of peculiar attention and esteem,
and the honoured instruments of much gaod in
Australia. Their disinterested benevolence gave
them a passport into every society and to every
heart. Colonial Governors paid them marked
respect. ‘They not only received them as guests
at their table, but afforded them every faeility for
carrying on their Christian work.

Althongh devoted to the real welfave of the
entire cominunity, their labours in New South
Wales and Van Diemen’s Land were chiefly di-
! rected to the amelioration of the eondition of con-
viets and aborigines—the white and the black out-
casts of soeiety. To this end they travelled,
talked, and wrote; they memorialized Govern-
ments, they denounced abuses, they suggested
|[improved modes of moral discipline. By the
| formation of Temperance socicties, by the
distribution of tracts and Bibles, by private en-

treaty and punblic appeal, they songht to deliver
the man from the slavery of sin, and direct his
eye to the Atoning One.

If the friends of the prisoners, they werce not
less the friends of the natives. Arriving at the
termination of the Black War of Van Diemen’s
Land, they were indefatigable in their endeavours
to secure the pliysical comfort and moral good ot
| the miserable captive sons of the forest. They
|took an equal interest in our own Australian na-
tives, as evidenced in their early visits to Sydney,
Melbourne, and Adelaide.

Afler nine years of useful labour, James Back-
house went to England, where he published his
/interesting and instructive narrative, and George
Washington Walker remained to settle in Tas-
mania. ;

It was my happiness to become acquainted with
the good man in 1841, and for ycars to be asso~

( ciated with him in Temperance and other move-~
ments. When not the initiator, he was the active
coadjutor of others in good enterprises. He was
the untiring advocate of the unhappy prisoner.
| The Bible Society found in him a constant and
| zealous supporter. Upon the platform of moral
and social reform he was a frequent speaker,
having a pleasing manner, and a simple but con-
viction-carrying eloquence. IIis religious ad-
dresses were characterised by much tenderness of
| feeling and spirituality of sentiment, with deep
! humility of bearing. He was preeminently a man
who lived near to God in habitnal religious exer-
cises. But it was in private admonition that the
great charm of his Christian character became
apparent. IHis judicious treatment of the in-
quirers, his solemn tone with the profane, his
affectionate and sympathising langnage toward
the struggler and the mourner, and his loving
smile for the young, will long be rememberd.

i He faithfully performed his duty as a citizen.
As a merchant, he was honoured in the mart;
as the manager of the Savings Bank, he taught
many & lesson of practical and social economy.
Alive to the interests of society, he was ever the
warm friend of education. A man of extensive
reading himself, he sought to extend to adults-as
well as to youth the advantages of learning. A
naturalist and a lover of science, he was for many
years a most influential member of the council of
the Philosophic Institute in Hobart Town,

Iiarnest for the welfare of his fellow-creatures,
and liberal of his time and money to that object,
he was at the samme time as faithful in the per-~
farmance of family duties. His partner had not
to complain of his indifference, nor his children
to feel his neglect. XYavoured with years of in-
timacy with that beloved family circle, the writer

| can deeply sympathise with the bereaved ones of
that hallowed household. -

Our friend departed this life on the Lst inst., in
his sixtieth year. His funeral was attended by
the Chief Justice, the Colonial Secretary, a num-
ber of members of Parliament, the ministers of all
denominations, and representatives from the cor-
poration, the Iriends’ meeting, the Bible Society,
and Temperance Societies, in all 150 persons, to
testify to the public recognition of his benevolent
and useful life.

Australia can ill spare such a sterling man as
George Washington Walker., A desire to make .
known the virtues and labours of one of the true
heroes of these colonies, with the hope of enkind-
ling the zeal of others, was the simple object of
my addressing you.—Yours respectfully,

JAMES BUNWICK.

Ballarat, Feb. 12, 1859.
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