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vwu THE BUSHRANGER. bushranger can d ,, B 

T rrng rt gallopin ·t b rs orse, spur-
HE STORY OF HIS CAPTURE la~, !i. gallant ~:ali:r~r\:nnd ryinbg, 

been capering abi~t on eho_re ~ 'ais he had/ 

-- . our. ILe accordin 1 a rou a-
(By E.O.C.) ~n~. rrhilst capering ~houer'\It1 dto b1c,, 

The . -- ttll e ed gun fell from his h~nd ou e-
W1lliaulfe1_b~i~co~f (.iJ~do)amlt adopted by in etb.~of~llasi/i~par~{ed _ from the_ b~r:cl~/ 
was similar to that · . may be 1t up and Did ma e ian <41d pwked it 
;;essel . which ancho"r~p~~~~ to a sailing vehicle at the wb~{toon. f\hhe met the 

as still as heave " h'l lll a mght carriage sto d m 0 e hill the 

hi~~<!l!t;;~;~ .~01t13,, ,:;nd etht:~t~~sct~1! ;~tcr0;e sifmffi/~~:e!~. 16°¥~1rea~ft~·1 

pretty Drct0"_,, '(1:-he ~~t to ItltnJ tl u_~ a but ~as 'ord;~.:J\~s1".1Jbd ih go with me, ¥Y under the i::choutens so l ~a~~ !isbh- al:s_o W3S gom" dow~ c bu{ he mate, ~ho 
a~man. ' y quiet. he reiiained • Wh a;; e saw thmgB 

before a south'.eas{~'j:~,? wa\eS came rn Dido tui::biin;>•rnver, nothmg_ more than/ 
b ktldrn vessel for the.i~ioute ~uld not got off lus ho';'.-J:b~~J ~u7d e1tf1er fell or 
n~pntae up _bdy the oJtshore ,rind b~l;'utmhe Sl'eeing something wru, the mantc;_ remI ount.l 
\..AO:.l 1n sa, she ""k , I, a c own T w t "er, ·went 

Years before ro d t t · told Sarah 1!' · en I got there I 
colon1 gts cf tho,-" ad - 1:us s were thE> Elli,,) not t ebrgus,slon and the girl (Marie 
ma. h" be '" .~y:o for t'10 " ~ , -'a o s a armed t Jk 
twe~~ the ca~:%'cattolerable. It" Jay t!: I th:nia1;;d that to hatn~ ~o~lii"'t~1;~ t; 
Swansea, the sln l-pglrowing t regio11 md / Fercr~~con ~v,_~n to Dido, who was with 
ma l n - i ng pur '.1'he ''\ t ,. :=, ~ • J: ero-us.-son i.vns d 

rs l ls an extensive lev;] f ve 1· LO persuade Did; t . r· en eavoming 
gated yellow clay. I h _e o nnm1tr- appealed to m o_ give umseJ.f up, and 
leaders affixed to a 1 aded seen tlie true friends e,ct'3a?mg we were both his 
drawn through the 1 oa e, cart an<l do nothino· th ari we ,rould advise him to 
rlnking trtl the axlec fl~c~~d l?hded c_ahrt wru, n'ow 'inucht 1::sb~?\ f~r lt1his go_od. Dido 

was drawn to s d 1 ct" e eart . had drunk olf t· Ia 8 
, e liquor he 

leaders taken back ~uu an , and the We all th 0
' ec rng him more and more , 

~~~-'> (~h: ~~t~1:~~!; _t~;;,:r th!n~~~l~ P~:;:d F~r~:s0:

0

b;ini at7itt~il~h;~d.
th

~ g 
and made a cfrai h - ms I uted a bee, 1 o ,urned round and said to " t 
long, which cu/taile~ ih:--ot~, t 1¾ miles ~1j1f ~,ure ~o be t_akcm. I will destr~e, I r 
([)ifttas!:~ O~er DHlo's and ll~fi)~1tn~'1s !>el( p:t°it ut;~~nti-\ revolver from hk V 
cart). 1'he f~rlled. ~n_der an overturned not to_ do so. I indi~\ ,edd. I_ begged ~in:. t 
Swan River f'lne1 I OM! we;1t nearer the and give the pistol tote to ~~ hto desist g 
rived its n~!~n~ :?1Gc,h S1i-anport de- hB_:1-t. afterwarde I retm:!a. 1t ~e h~e did. p, 
Buxton ·h ' u eo1ge Swanport ~vrn<> ac<:eded to . 0 rm, hi, ti 

j Glamor~~,iw~_s ~le first wlute hoy m lnm,selt . When we 1!t.requesttnot to shoot T1 

j 
The earlier r,,fa'./r ctell;cfocf'-e:ac,t past tile v~,·~·~--- . . ~, e come_ 0 the partJ . ~, 
brick kilns, which bricks made the house :vho ,had ,,ev_e:al times bet~re w~en "'':'j '.,,~. 
and mill at Riversdale. 'l'he present road mg th": madlrke. m~nner m ~hrch D1<,c, Ii 
was made from a quarry ou the top 0f was_ s-oing on, said m a ·w~eprng ,and de- h 

'. what is no" called Dido's Hill. Before spa1ri:1g manner tI:iat t_hey .were sure tc, tl 
telliro- of the goodly gr('UP Dido "bailed be !al,en, 1_ told hnn hrs only chance_ w~~ r, 
up" 'fn that quarry, ] will introduce to_ H•a,." D:cto. and ?'; off, but h: said 1: ,~ 
tbose from Ke1vedon (which I extract Prd0, was taken, he ,,_ould be taken, too, rr 
from Dr Geor"e J;'ordyce's notes' "Fri- .ie_ 1rnuld not leave him. As they would J\' 
day" dr~w th: rri~ (he ~vas 1·~,;,led on neither go awa;:1· themsell·es nor allow us s, 
Friday); he also "cttew the meat for the to leav_e, I agam aeked the mate what he h 
Rocky Hill probation station ev,ery morn- w~ going to do, and he eventually deter- rr 
ing The <>ig containe,d my mo'her o·o- 11:ined t? send the me;1 a1~ay. By thl.6 e, 
in~· to 'rhe"crange to s"e hnr fi~·st-bo~n bme _thmg,i were gettmg _mto ~onfusron. 
wl~o was in "charge, ,n;d w;e driven by The_ ma~e. had _ relax~d h1s strict watch 
Dr. G. F. Story, Rachel (M1s. Salmon), ~:meratheoscle u,.vho we.r-e bed. They no lon~er 
riding ahead, followed by a dimiutive ~ '. n · nder c~mma;1d, yet ~e was 
Kin" Charles suaniel the gift of the heavlly armed, ha,mg hrs double-.oarrell- h 

!!1~g~teth~f s~~::re~ 11;;,~;~r'cot:t ie~~~: ~~ i::en c;~td ~~~t:in:}i';;;~:
0

~r ad,:re~ht~e:~~= ~ 
Hachel meeting "Paddy," a sheepdog him. Dido was reehn(l' ao?ut. _The_y were 
that had gone with "Dido" from The both on f~ot, and whilst, m this dl.6order ~i 
Grange, rode to the gig, and said, "Dido I .stood be,o~e the mi:te, FElrgusson _was on s, 
is here" and they rode on. Dido came Ins left hand, urgmg him to g~ve up, u· 
to meet them. He was riding the horse whe_n all_ of a _.,udden Fe\·gu6SOn Jumped 
of the chief district constab\.s (Thomas bch~nd !um, &elzed both ):irn ar~, nnd _by j/.; 
\Yatson). \Vatson, like George Fox, a, v10lent efforc thr':)W h1m do½n, callmg d 
"eyer loved a good horse." '"l'hou art out~ a\ the same fa.me for help. Those 
never going to stick me up Did,o ?" said t½ac \hre dose flY immediately fell upon ~ 
my mother. "I am very so~-ry you came ihm, ;u,d held him down, and I tClo!, a=i " 
alon~, but I must. It's more than m:v e weapons. 
Jif,,.,; worth to let you go," Faid D1do. '\All the men prese,nt came forward to f 
S~e _'Vas illl'[)~rious, and he was courtly. ~srnt, a,nd handkerchiefs were in requjsi-
\\ 111mm Drr,;coll (D1do) was c,bout 5it. Lon w <ie then· hands and feet (for Dido 
7in. in height., a n:rnsc,ive hea<i, brr! m,d wa,;; secured by Coil as he was tumbling t 
grnni, aml loved Jiboty. Sb'.;ight he atout\ _these wl;re furn';,hed immediate- 1 
stood. ll-e was C'OOk in the houfe, rn,d ly. 'J·111,, w,bdone in a few moment;,. It , 
having mu'ch time to think (my brother was done qmckly,' and the m:,tte being t 
was a hachelor), his love of liberty over- worn do1rn by anxiety and brougnt to the 6 
rame him, and he "took to the bush ver15e of des.pi:ir, offered but little if any l 
again." !esrstance. Dido was so• much under the 

It 'd f 1. that in earlier dars· rnfluence of liquor as to be incapable of o 
was sar o nm 0• doing any injury, althou«-h he struggled 

;~t~~.ct:st:~~et,a!::d tt;:I j~~ti~g o~or~i ~~!v c,f;.~~ fh:i'o ~h~ ar"~s ~reb taken r 
which the boat _containing hi_s m~tes must 631f • and by thooe whee'.. par { · Y 1!1t e 
pass, and stepprng out ·from behmd _a tree Dido etru<>gled much 

0 
cade II dassi\. l, 

ordered the constables to throw their car- "Oh mother do· 't 1• t att ca/ ou ,l L 
bines overboard, .which they did. He then efo ' 'The ma'tn m'' d e 01!'1-t re mbe't s 

d 1th t b .· t'h b t· t th ,' · v a e no resrnance, u " or ere, . e crew 0 . n_ng e oa O •0 allowed himself to be tied But one thing 
nver, side,. and, h~vrng rec?v_ered h1S wa.9 wrong; their h~nds were iu b 
mates, cautron_ely said that ,ms all he front instead of t th · . b k d 
wanted, and w1;;hed the boats and crew a "The ~-ai·ri·· ,.,~ b~ hten latch s. 1 t " It · l th· · ~ • ,t_,,•o was IOU"' . up, a.n< e/ a 
~ ~asan voyaoe• . was ,sa~; 15 OClcnr- we.re put in, Dido required lifting in, n 

, 
"' 0 !' the Huon long before, t~e days of and still calling· out "Oh mother• Oh ., 
~awmrlls. I now teJl the tac~ .,,,. r"·, ,,r <,!- Mrs Coti d ,,. l t th ' t-· · ,, ' i• 

ed in Dr . .Story's "Journal of the Capture " · · .on on'' e em ie me! .e 
of Dris.coll on Dido'<:, Rill," and jn that '.'I collected all the arms that were a 

i 

quarry. JI "' lymg a·bout, wit.h cartridges, etc., and t 
"1%5.-fDido and his matelle-ft Redbanks g:~ve then1; to 'l'homas Watson, telling 1( 

(Edward -Carr Shaw) a:bout 5 p.m., with hJ_m tliat 1t would be necessary to look q 
A. M. Cotton and myself in the gig, and after the men, as they might escape•, and tj 
Rachel on horseback. At the north end of I :would ~k after bis horse, which, when t] 
t'!1,e wet ~rsh, ju€t as we were about to Dido _left 1t, ~as at first feeding by the h 
nse the hill, we oooerved some persons in roa.<ls1de. I wished I h,ad galloped home, i1 
the bush on the right side of the road, but 1t .seems to have started into the h 
and 6Q_me dc,;i:c; wit11 fhcm. This B<'emed bush wl1en Carpente1·'s son fired the shot n, 
strange, but concluded they we~·e shep- aL :;)..,_fo's nt;;.te, whlLt I w;a;s ~OQ111n'" T' 
herds, drinking or drunk. Rachel went over him takmg off a. belt, which the me~ r~ 
first, and I was anxious to see her gallop said- contarned a sp,yglass in a leather el 
past them, which, as we ascended the hill ci~~e. 'l'he shot eeemed to g,o past m.y b 0 

and drew nearer the Bpot where the men nght e;,.,r, as it stung for a long time b 
were, I looked to see her ac,complish. She afterwards, the smoke being a.bout and sl 
however, turned back, and on coming up bits of wadding sticking to my chest and tl 

~ .said, 'It's Dido,' for she had s;een Henry',s leg"s. This man had just before been re- h 
dog Paddy that we had blamed Dido for proved fo.r· his hrutal:it:v, for as ooon as a 
stealing. About this time Paddy and an- Dido w,a,s secured, and whilst he was Ii. 
other dog, tied together, ran barking upon lying on the ground. he went to him and a 
little Flora, on which I called ont loudly kicked him in the rib~- Afterwards, about m 
to the dog.;, and Dido, who was then close three or four days, I examined the side 
to us, also ealled them off, I mistaking with Dr- Wills, for Dido complained 
Dido for a shepherd. mvi:;h 9f it, and there wa.e one ,-of thfcl 

I 

r 

'.'Dido then accosted u,;, s-a.ying, 'I am· ribfL with a no<lesity, whi<,_~ "':1tv-­
D1ao. Don't you 'know your old ,1,ervant, been produ~,d by the he.a.ling of a frac- o 
Dido?' He said he must detain us, that ture. But I doubt wh,ether it would ha\·e m· 
he intended neither to rob nor hurt us been -,o large, and ;rounded, and :firm in w, 
and that he would let u;i away at 7 so short ,a time. It might have been an fie 
o'clock. I said to the mother and Ra- old injury which the kick had injured. er 
chel we must therefore remain, and that D~?o said he ha,cl spit bloog. al 
they must keep quiet, and I turned the I was rnu·ch anno_yed wruen_I f?und the sl 
horse after Dido, who was mounted on b:nsh!·angers . were m the d1Gtrict. The p, 
'!'homaa Watson';; }'.Uare. The mare being , d1_s}nct oonst~ble ,who ought to . have g: 
m front of Old Fnda.v roused him which 

I 

wa 0 ched then mo,-ements, was h_rmself er 
JJido, not observi.qg, ·~ hnd agatn 'to call ta;e? by them. \)rnd heard of then· hav- ;;t 
loudly and authoritatively to Dido to get 1~,, JObbed Jonas ~ho_mp,~n, about a fort- ii' 
~ut of the way, which he then did. He i n~ght beforf. The dTstrict c:o~table had ·b 
cook the mare a way. and returned to us • gone out aLer them one day, it. after ap-
on foot. '!'here was Thoma.5 Watson walk- peared that they had be:n hm,,gmg about l◄ 

• ing backwards and forwards with his head the same quart~r ever G1;llce the robbery, · n 
hung down, not seeming to notice us, and with, the ~xc<?pbon o~ gomg o~ to tJ:ie St. P 
,,everal men sitting at the butt of a tree, I Pauls Trnr. I thrnk the rnha.b1t.a11~s fl 
not 48ft. from the road, and two horses , onght to have .1?e,en 1'.'lade aware '?f their h 
fastened t.o treea, besideis. the two that 

1

, preeenoe rn theu neighbourhood. w 
Dido and his companion Tccfo. The Doctor (who wag an M.A. at w 

" . . _ tw.onty), and Ferg•usson-both cattle fn,rn ~'. 
, J;hdo havrng chsmounted,_ came England or Seotland- Fergusson b-Ot1"5ht Ip· 

agam to . spea]<; . to us, whilst :Ye . th_,e lo<'.ation, and kept an inn. the B.ay I tl 
were still ,sitting 111 _the gig, '. View Hotel on Swansea, and Dido (who cl 
and Ra(!hel on her hor~e beside us, the wa,s a sa.wyel' in the dav·s of the pits.aw<,\, 1 te 
1:1ata_ •bemg mounted, and a few yards of!', was intereecled fm by 'Doeto.r Storv and tl 
keepmg "!entry over the party. Yet rt / my father. Afterward,s married and m 
seemed difficult to know at firnt. T. Wat- . lived a peaceful life. C 
son wa.s loc>.3e, walkmg bacK,~a1:ds and for- I It has heen sugg,ested "lest we forget" w 
wards., and the men were s1ttmg at e'.1se that an obelisk should be se,t up in the g­
ar~und the tre~s, and the horS€s standrng old Qua,rry on th<i summit of "Dido's ti 
qmetl~- near, heel to _trees .. It, as I said, hjll" whe-re be bailed up 'Sixteen of the fc 
":emed at first 1s1gh~ difficult to tell inhabitants of Swanport, ,and was taken 'I 
\\het~er Wats.°n was 1~ charge of the by two Te.solute men, one a master of r 
b1;;h~anger, 01 they of him. . . I English, and one who knew wher. Dido i 

Dido. endeavoured to assure hrs mis- : was helpless. That is incidental; Fer" e 
tress-hrs mother,_ Mrs. Cot.tQn .;t.hat no P/ullSOn ha,d ma.ny good qualitie~. 
hurt should hefall her, and that he would I• .(_ ___ .=::::;====~~=~---·J 
t10t hurt one of the Cottons, but that I~ 
he must keep us there until night for 1 

· ' ,e round to I 



,.,ad been desirous of falling in with him, 1 

that I might extend some a,d.vice to him; 
tha.l 1 would always befriend him, and 1 
stand his friend. Ile was somewhat ex-
:,ited with liquor, and res,ponded to these 
wi~he6 in a jovial ,,ay. He next asked 
me for some medicine, saying he had 
,yished to see me on that account; his 
mate a.loo w.anted i;ome. I went from tho 
gig, and spoke to his mate, who said 
. . . I returned to the gig for the 
medicine. . . . The mate put the 
ffltl(l . ,. . . ' 

1 spoke to the mate of the folly of re­
maining here any lonll'er; that they 
ouo-ht to go away and re1ease the party . 
.By0 this time they must have known that 
they had been at Waterloo Point, and 
that a party would uwst likely be soon 
after them. I then returne<l to the gig, 
Jnd sat in it. Dido was determined to 
drink our health, and ordered one of the 
men to bring a square bottle of gin 

1FN\I c1 I beg"ed him 
uot to drink too much. lie Wolf il good 
drink, wishing "Health to all the Cot­
tons and their children that ever were 
or will be, and the Storvs," and handed 
the bottle to his mare,· who drank but 
little. He had dii;roounted. 1· had got 
out of the gig, fearing lest the effect 
of the liquor should render them uncon­
trollable, and thus lead them to rash 
acts, which would endanger the lives of 
us all. I endeavoure.d to per~uade them 
not to take any ·more, and advi,ed the 
mate to break the bottle, which ho did,\ 
Dido, seeing the bottle broken on the 
ground, told his mate, who acknowled~ed 
to doing it, "Never do such a thing 
again while with me;"_ he answered, "I\ 
will not"-sooming to pay respect to 
Dido through fear. But the advice I\ 
gave the mate about the liquor seemed 
to give me some hold on tho mate. 

"After this Dido became more m1der the 
effect of liquor, and, whilst endeavour• 
ing to mount hi,s hor'-0, his gun was first 
in one position, then in another. Then 
his mistress called out to him, "Take 
care of the gun; let the doctor have\ 
it." This call was repeated several times, 
and with great earnestness, ·so that he, 
seemed unable to resist it, and, with my i 
understood promise not to betray him, I \ 
cook the gun, and a roan hel~ him to 
mount. He rode about on the horse; 
ordered all the men to the side of the 
road; drew them up in a lint-, and ask· 
ed them one by one if he had done them 
any harm, to which they all replied in 
the negative. Soon after this I a second\ 
time assisted him. on to th .e horse, hold­
ing his gun. A short tim-e after this b 
,ehi~le was seen coming from the way 
of Waterloo Point. Dido went down to 
meet it, saying, !'I'll bhow you what i,. 


